
Population by country of birth 1981-2008 by Country and Year 
 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008
Total 231,608 234,980 237,894 240,122 241,750 243,698 247,024 251,743 253,482 255,855 259,581 262,202 264,922 266,786 267,809 269,735 272,064 275,712 279,049 283,361 286,575 288,471 290,570 293,577 299,891 307,672 315,459

Iceland 225,413 228,457 231,059 233,111 234,587 236,191 238,893 242,392 244,009 246,189 249,016 251,972 254,502 256,201 256,908 258,156 259,718 261,922 264,122 266,434 268,237 269,399 271,040 272,908 275,213 277,285 279,564

Other countries 6,195 6,523 6,835 7,011 7,163 7,507 8,131 9,351 9,473 9,666 10,565 10,230 10,420 10,585 10,901 11,579 12,346 13,790 14,927 16,927 18,338 19,072 19,530 20,669 24,678 30,387 35,895

Nordic countries 3,136 3,306 3,453 3,533 3,557 3,671 3,958 4,334 4,330 4,317 4,529 4,661 4,684 4,690 4,739 4,791 4,899 5,137 5,285 5,497 5,580 5,579 5,644 5,733 5,991 6,195 6,453

Denmark 1,726 1,781 1,816 1,843 1,857 1,900 2,045 2,205 2,190 2,153 2,209 2,235 2,218 2,178 2,164 2,154 2,179 2,261 2,350 2,456 2,476 2,472 2,495 2,590 2,680 2,802 2,936

Finland 70 68 71 69 69 66 75 83 80 79 83 95 97 101 113 127 127 135 135 127 151 140 139 143 158 166 176

Faroe Islands 178 192 198 192 202 204 218 228 229 249 295 321 360 374 360 340 310 323 324 329 327 322 315 317 320 321 334

Greenland 14 12 12 15 17 19 26 35 35 37 35 39 35 36 29 27 31 40 38 43 39 41 50 51 53 53 53

Norway 560 564 585 604 590 582 623 692 714 718 754 756 736 733 738 741 772 815 838 892 908 912 931 926 995 1,029 1,015

Sweden 588 689 771 810 822 900 971 1,091 1,082 1,081 1,153 1,215 1,238 1,268 1,335 1,402 1,480 1,563 1,600 1,650 1,679 1,692 1,714 1,706 1,785 1,824 1,939

Other Europian countries 1,745 1,837 1,886 1,933 1,951 2,045 2,167 2,667 2,699 2,819 3,213 2,820 2,911 2,987 3,116 3,476 3,905 4,669 5,241 6,352 7,209 7,647 7,737 8,397 10,998 15,626 20,852

Austria 40 42 40 42 47 47 48 58 54 55 61 67 60 59 58 61 63 69 68 77 75 84 82 88 93 112 124

Belgium 19 24 27 33 34 30 32 37 38 36 41 42 43 39 45 44 53 54 65 82 87 93 92 86 93 94 101

United Kingdom 451 462 484 488 472 519 555 721 703 680 689 607 607 626 615 628 644 686 709 769 820 819 803 801 869 940 1,006

Bulgaria 6 6 7 4 4 4 11 13 14 19 .. 28 28 33 38 40 44 56 64 79 85 96 100 104 115 139 145

Estonia .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 3 6 9 11 10 9 13 15 22 26 63 76 80 87 106 125

France 84 90 113 114 115 125 133 150 149 142 145 144 155 169 177 195 213 225 249 274 301 294 279 280 303 328 368

Greece 3 4 5 3 4 4 4 7 5 5 .. 5 6 7 7 6 8 12 10 11 14 14 15 13 12 16 21

Netherlands 70 72 68 72 72 79 84 105 114 118 124 119 106 111 119 135 132 137 149 163 173 191 195 199 218 236 263

Belarus .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 7 15 22 31 35 41

Ireland 31 41 41 48 49 39 50 123 105 85 61 50 49 49 52 55 49 58 56 58 61 58 55 55 59 61 69

Italy 17 18 23 22 24 37 41 46 39 40 46 47 51 55 65 63 65 77 87 114 127 138 139 263 324 348 290

Latvia .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 8 4 0 1 2 3 5 6 20 24 65 72 90 169 330 480

Lithuania .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 4 6 12 14 10 13 15 15 34 62 254 282 327 517 905 1,377

Luxembourg 14 19 22 31 35 45 48 53 50 56 56 57 62 65 70 73 82 77 81 80 81 83 84 91 100 106 101

Poland 33 60 55 69 73 70 82 122 160 278 521 273 272 282 365 513 780 1,137 1,290 1,590 1,784 1,950 2,024 2,167 3,629 6,572 10,540

Portugal 2 4 5 7 8 11 11 29 33 47 61 39 40 39 44 61 70 77 80 104 114 103 107 347 436 741 924

Countries in former Yugoslavia 23 27 32 34 34 33 39 88 94 102 153 142 169 179 172 228 273 415 545 689 823 869 893 932 1,075 1,250 1,190

Romania 1 1 3 3 2 2 1 1 2 1 .. 3 4 4 7 13 15 24 41 70 84 95 103 119 139 155 198

Russia/Soviet Union 19 21 21 20 19 20 18 22 30 39 60 73 96 99 113 141 175 240 329 542 746 533 512 477 217 239 283

Spain 62 68 69 79 85 95 105 118 114 110 116 109 108 114 115 122 121 135 146 164 175 196 180 179 202 212 237

Switzerland 27 34 35 36 38 41 40 51 56 56 60 61 67 65 62 71 74 81 75 78 83 93 97 103 110 117 123

Czech Republic/Slovakia/Czechoslovakia 25 27 28 21 21 21 21 29 34 52 76 68 64 57 46 51 55 65 90 94 107 112 122 139 175 376 485

Hungary 28 27 27 23 23 21 24 30 34 37 37 36 44 51 49 57 56 64 69 67 67 75 76 75 80 89 122

Ukraina .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 0 0 0 0 2 3 4 8 24 25 63 84 108 147 173 197

Germany 767 771 762 764 774 785 803 847 854 844 859 834 862 861 869 891 897 931 968 1,120 1,220 1,250 1,198 1,199 1,458 1,627 1,758

Other Europe and unspecified 23 19 19 20 18 17 17 17 17 17 47 1 2 2 2 4 8 12 26 26 44 49 52 53 340 319 0

America 954 1,016 1,053 1,087 1,124 1,193 1,297 1,468 1,475 1,418 1,507 1,484 1,521 1,526 1,560 1,643 1,712 1,840 1,925 1,723 1,759 2,199 2,225 2,290 2,551 2,809 2,984

United States 768 802 832 862 898 951 1,043 1,166 1,181 1,129 1,173 1,162 1,197 1,188 1,209 1,251 1,283 1,356 1,391 1,474 1,513 1,529 1,538 1,568 1,694 1,839 1,880

Canada 140 157 162 159 155 157 161 170 161 152 164 158 154 159 169 182 179 192 192 208 205 200 186 186 199 250 350

Mexico 9 7 7 7 9 6 7 18 14 11 .. 16 18 19 23 23 27 31 34 41 41 41 43 44 50 51 50

Argentina 3 3 3 3 4 3 3 3 3 5 .. 4 4 4 .. .. 7 8 11 14 20 18 19 15 33 37 24

Brazil 2 2 2 4 3 5 3 11 12 12 .. 13 14 14 15 19 17 23 29 30 29 36 40 46 62 76 97

Chile 6 8 10 11 11 16 16 19 14 16 20 23 23 23 22 24 29 32 42 56 68 71 74 75 90 101 88

Colombia 0 4 6 7 9 9 11 16 20 22 28 27 30 35 34 38 46 46 53 66 64 69 73 84 119 130 146

Other America and unspecified 14 12 10 11 11 19 23 29 33 34 122 81 81 84 88 106 124 152 173 197 215 235 252 272 304 325 349

Africa 66 67 76 86 96 111 125 166 169 191 248 207 196 207 215 245 280 331 392 487 541 546 560 591 650 714 761

Algeria 6 6 6 6 6 7 7 7 7 10 .. 11 11 12 15 16 20 22 23 25 26 23 22 22 25 27 26

Egypt 3 4 4 6 6 7 9 10 7 8 .. 8 9 11 11 13 13 14 14 16 17 18 21 22 22 23 22

Ethiopia 10 7 10 11 11 11 10 13 15 14 .. 13 13 15 15 15 14 19 24 33 38 42 41 45 47 53 62

Kenya 7 8 9 10 11 11 10 13 13 11 .. 13 13 17 17 16 17 17 20 25 31 29 33 37 42 45 54

Morocco 9 8 11 11 11 13 15 18 23 22 29 29 31 36 41 43 52 63 69 90 102 111 108 117 135 154 148

Nigeria 1 1 1 1 3 2 4 3 3 3 .. 4 5 6 5 7 8 15 20 35 33 36 38 43 49 51 60

South Africa 10 9 11 14 16 24 28 50 50 68 94 70 56 46 44 53 59 61 72 67 69 65 62 54 58 59 64

Tanzania 3 6 6 8 12 13 14 14 8 9 .. 8 9 8 8 7 7 8 11 11 12 12 15 16 19 21 24

Tunisia 5 6 7 6 6 8 7 7 6 6 .. 6 5 5 6 7 7 9 10 13 15 15 14 14 11 14 14

Other Africa and unspecified 12 12 11 13 14 15 21 31 37 40 125 45 44 51 53 68 83 103 129 172 198 195 206 221 242 267 287

Asia 175 206 242 262 318 365 435 544 647 765 904 927 986 1,068 1,171 1,322 1,462 1,720 1,982 2,399 2,738 2,982 3,238 3,524 4,341 4,867 4,662

Philippines 16 18 17 17 20 25 43 79 112 142 175 193 212 249 281 326 379 454 545 720 838 915 987 1,061 1,227 1,324 1,341

India 13 8 12 13 15 15 19 38 53 65 69 72 76 79 88 93 103 114 124 158 191 196 213 222 237 274 304

Indonesia 6 36 63 62 62 63 66 67 63 62 65 67 68 67 70 71 70 72 74 80 84 87 86 89 87 128 137

Iraq 1 2 1 2 3 3 4 2 2 2 .. 10 5 6 7 8 9 10 13 16 16 16 17 19 18 19 23

Iran, Islamic Rep.of 7 8 9 9 10 8 12 14 14 15 .. 18 12 12 14 17 20 21 20 19 22 22 23 22 22 27 34

Israel 6 6 6 8 9 11 15 19 18 21 27 23 23 21 20 21 21 21 20 20 20 24 23 25 27 29 29

Japan 14 13 12 13 13 14 13 17 19 18 20 21 24 23 35 44 39 41 46 47 52 55 65 71 74 81 84

Jordan .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 9 10 10 10 10 10 10 14 13 11 16 16 15 15 13 14

China 13 11 14 17 18 17 19 30 45 61 70 69 79 73 96 106 116 135 158 189 201 229 272 352 763 941 606



Population 1 January from 1999, but 1981-1997 the population 1  
December.  

Includes all individuals with citizenship in countries that belonged to the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia prior to 1992, i.e. Boznia and Herzegovina, Croatia, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Serbia and Montenegro and Slovenia.  

This category also includes individuals with citizenship in Czechoslovakia prior to 1993.  

Population figures for 1 January 2008 have been revised upwards.  
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Statistics Iceland  

Fjöldi 

1981-2008 

Korea, Rep. Of 27 28 25 25 24 24 24 27 32 28 30 28 29 28 28 31 30 32 35 33 35 33 33 33 32 32 33

Lebanon 7 9 10 9 9 9 13 12 13 15 .. 19 20 20 18 17 17 19 19 20 25 23 24 21 23 28 29

Pakistan 3 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 4 8 .. 3 3 5 4 5 6 11 11 13 14 17 23 33 87 115 73

Sri Lanka 2 5 3 5 53 88 88 88 88 87 85 85 83 85 88 92 94 99 100 109 120 123 132 133 137 148 162

Syrian, Arab. Rep. 3 3 3 3 3 3 5 5 8 8 .. 9 11 11 10 9 11 12 12 15 15 15 16 17 17 18 19

Thailand 2 3 5 4 3 7 26 43 63 87 127 140 162 195 225 284 335 417 497 597 667 715 751 808 898 963 1,007

Turkey 12 13 16 17 17 15 18 18 20 19 22 21 23 24 21 22 23 26 30 37 44 44 54 52 58 62 63

Viet Nam 26 24 27 37 38 39 40 40 53 80 115 109 113 124 130 136 135 160 182 235 287 322 355 377 405 432 440

Other Asia and unspecified 17 18 18 20 20 23 28 43 40 47 99 31 33 36 26 30 44 66 82 78 96 130 148 174 214 233 264

Oceania 104 78 106 95 100 108 135 164 148 153 164 131 122 107 100 102 88 93 102 105 114 118 124 115 143 169 175

Australia 69 47 63 55 54 59 58 66 65 63 66 56 55 51 53 58 49 50 61 65 72 76 80 72 98 107 111

New Zealand 35 31 43 40 46 49 77 98 83 90 98 75 67 56 47 44 39 41 40 39 42 41 42 41 43 60 60

Other Oceania 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 1 0 1 2 2 2 2 4

Foreign country not specified 15 13 19 15 17 14 14 8 5 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 2 19 4 7 8
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